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-1 am deeply appreciative of the invitation to address the members of
the Foreign Policy Association and am sorry that it has seemed necessary
for me in the past three years to decline several similar invitations.

End il doeg see% odd, in viSto. of my views on the subjectJbohight, that the
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reason for my regrets had been”™in my opinion~the inadvisability”~of.ay
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giving public expression to the State Department’s views at the time under
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Every official in public life recognizes the importance of an informed
publie opinion farTihia-uejjjftry as an ally of his trust. It is always impor-

H
tant and frequently .is dwaasLy decisive in the conduct of national affairs.

Thig, {.think, is doubly true of foreign affairs, where the remoteness

of events andggeoples obscure the full significance of overseas issues in
A
the eyes of the American people. As geographic isolation provided a decep-
tive appearance of safety against the threats of war, it may also prove
detrimental to our security and well-being in peace. Americans for most
of thenlife of this .felt themselves secure between the protective
shields of the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. And they are sometimes still
inclined, I fear, to place undue reliance on the sheltering values of
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these vast expanses of water. For” if the narrow English channel has so

long afforded a strong protective outwork for the British Isles why does



not the broad Atlantic provide full protection for us.

This implies no criticism of a people who have contributed iIn s&-

cJu-prodigal “manner first to liberation and then to reconstruction of many

countries, but it is intended to emphasize the fact that public education
is normally a slow process, and especially so on issues of foreign affairs.
We cannot expect public opinion to shape itself immediately on great issues
of our time. We want quick decisions by our leaders and yet we deplore
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snap judgment. _We decidedly prefer the process of public debate, in which

\
the various conflicting viewpoints can be assessed and the decision arrived
at on a basis of democratic procedures.
or*

In this connection a-groat responsibility rests upon our free pressy
and radio. Correspondents abroad are the direct representatives not only
of their employers buéggae American public as well, and the public places
great reliance on the accuracy of their reports.

A truthful reporting of facts, not impressions, or opinions, is both
an American tradition and a source of our strength as a nation. It is
significant that our foreign assistance programs often carry a legislative
stipulation that free access to news coverage by American reporters must
be granted as a condition of our aid. Since we hold that the American press

and radio must have complete freedom, we are justified in demanding that

w
with thet3?*freedom there must go a corresponding responsibility «“truthfulness.



The interest in foreign affairs today is unprecedented. The relation-

ship between high taxes and foreign assistance is one reason. The fear of

war is another. But a more lasting and compelling reason results from the

fact that millions of Americans were thrown into contact with foreign lands

and foreign peoples in the course of four years of war and almost a million

remain overseas three years after the end of the conflict. In addition,
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three thousand Americansoorvioomon cmsq and a million were wounded in the
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struggle. Is it any wonder, then, that the American public should 09 con-

centrate its attention on measures to prevent the outbreak of another war

and should exert thei#- strongest efforts in behalf of peace?

1 think we now realize >ur daily lives are affected tu uh "iMpur-

tuiiib'degree ty conditions abroad. Full employment in the United States is

dependent to an important extent on conditions of prosperity or poverty

abroad. We know full well these days that the taxes we pay similarly are

tied up with world conditions.

By contrast, we find that in 1925 only one bill in 25 enacted by

Congress had an immediate bearing on our foreign relations. In the last

Congress one out of seven related to foreign affairs, and many of them were

of crucial importance.”

In the last ten years, public opinion in this country has progressed

a long way toward maturity. Virtually every test thus far provides evidence



of the recognition and acceptance by the people of the tremendously

responsible role which the United States has had thrust on it by the

swift current of world developments.

The wholehearted support of the United Nations by the United States

has received the backing of the American people, as expressed in surveys,

letters, discussions, resolutions and by the diverse channels which democracy

provides for the dissemination of opinion. Our assistance to Greece and

Turkey among nations fighting to retain their independence was only made

possible by popular sentiment favoring such a move and since the inception

of the program additional evidence of American support has steadily devel-*

oped.

Likewise, the European Recovery program, which is now well along in

its second year of operation, enjoyed from its inception strong public

tion of picking up additional support as it successfully rwmws its objectives.
A
The Berlin airlift is another example. American officials who were
confronted with the audacious violation of international agreement in Berlin
knew that their counter-measures had the full support of the American people.
Without that support our efforts would have soon collapsed. \Y

These are some of the critical issues which the American people have

recently been forced to consider and evaluate. And now today they face an



of all- the North Atlantic Treaty which was recently signed at Washington.

This treaty, binding the signatory nations to protect the security
of the North Atlantic area, is one of the most determined steps the United
States has ever taken in its history. Along with our democratic allies,
we put any would-be aggressor on notice that the combined weight of our
nations would oppose any threat to the freedom, the security of an area
steetegac, in our
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Yet, despite the impressive ceremony in which the pact was signed
and despite all its provisions, that treaty so far as we are concerned
will have little or no weight if it lacks public approval. -

In our history, we have had occasion bitterly to regret the conse-

quences of such a reversal. After the first World War, President Wilson’s

efforts, and those of his associates in the Government, to place the United

The American people continued on this course throughout the twenties and

the thirties. [In 1932, Secretary of State Stimson emphatically pointed out

the danger of Japanese aggression in Manchuria but met with such lukewarm i

response from American public opinion that nothing could be done, as might
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have been inexpensively done then to avert the rannl catﬁgjrophe_

As Army Chief of Staff in 194-0, | recall very vividly pleading with
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Congress for fundc”to build up the~defensasof Alaska and the Aleutians.
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The House refused to appropriate any money for théOpurpose. Further

criticized for daring to speak of so small a number of additional planes

as ten thousand!

More recently, when Congress was considering the first appropriation

for the Economic Cooperation Administration, it was necessary for me, and
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others, to meet the eontontion teat the proposal to ship to Europe grains,

farm machinery and fertilizers whieh were said to be more urgently needed
at home. Less than 12 months later this viewpoint has changed almost
diametrically to the point where we now hear insistent demands that we

ship our 988»~surpluses to Europe, although recovery phase of the ECA

might not benefit by such action.

I oi*e-"lhese incidents simply-*s illustrate»» the speed with which

the
Those who contend that/Ameriean public is not yet sufficiently aroused

to the important issues of foreign affairs should remember that the United

States has been thrust into a position of world leadership so quickly that



